
December 5, 2018 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted that she had 
three donations for the Norman County Economic Development Authority, NCEDA, which needed to be accepted.  Donna 
also stated that she would like to give an update on Elections.  Commissioner Redland added that he would like to give a 
recap on the AMC Conference held December 2nd to 4th in Bloomington.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt 
the agenda with the additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the proposed minutes of the November 16th 
meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 16th meeting as submitted.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward discussion on removing parcel 27-2509000, located in the City of Gary, from the Tax Forfeit 
Sale due to publishing issues.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to remove parcel 27-2509000 from the Tax Forfeit 
Sale.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the donations received for the Norman County EDA from the cities of Ada, and Twin 
Valley and the Hendrum EDA, in the amounts of $500, $250 and $250 respectively.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
accept the donations to the NCEDA.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   Commissioner 
Hall then gave an update on the NCEDA Launch party stating that they felt it went well, and estimated that 250 people had 
attended.   LeeAnn also noted that they had held their first meeting last week with facilitator training in conjunction with 
the U of M-Crookston.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with her agenda.  The first item for action was a 
request to approve final payment to Visser Trenching in the amount of $1,774.66 for SAP-054-599-060, Fossum Township 
Bridge L-5711 on 195th Ave.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve final payment on SAP-054-599-060.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The second action item was a Gravel Stockpile Lease Agreement for two years between Dorothy Palmer and Norman 
County for the sum of $500.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Stockpile Lease Agreement with 
Dorothy Palmer.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then addressed the previous snow removal bills that had been sent out to various county departments in 
May, had been brought before the board earlier in the year and deferred to Highway Committee discussion.  The Highway 
Committee had met and discussed this issue and had come up with the recommendation that the Highway Dept would 
clean the Courthouse parking lot, the Sheriff’s Dept lot and the Recycling Dumpster site in Ada without billing those entities. 
They would continue to clean the Wimmer Home road, however, they would bill the county for that service.  Commissioner 
Gunderson made a motion to approve beginning in 2018 that the Highway Dept would continue to provide snow removal 
for county properties and would only bill for snow removal done at the Wimmer Cabin property.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Swenson then moved on to upcoming construction projects for 2019.  She talked about the Safe Routes to School 
Grant awarded to Norman County West High School, stating that the City of Halstad has contracted with Moore Engineering 
for this project and discussed three options in regard to this.   After discussion on the proposed project, Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve support for the Halstad Safe Routes to School, project SP-054-591-001.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Swenson then addressed the County Road 3 Project from Hwy 75 west to the river at Shelly, stating the road will 
stay gravel for 1 year and then will be paved in 2020.  She also stated that they had just recently acquired the last ROW 
easement necessary for the project.   
 
Engineer Swenson then went on to address the Local Road Improvement Project funds for the South Industrial Park in Ada, 
Highway Safety Improvement Funds for Highway 38, and the culvert replacement and paving project for Highway 36.  
Jerilyn noted that she hopes to have January bidding and February letting on these projects.   
 
At 9:52 a.m. Susie Novak, Executive Director of the North Country Food Bank, addressed the board with regard to the 
service they provide in northwest and west central Minnesota with regard to rescue and distribution of food in the fight 
against hunger.  Susie noted that in 2017 North Country distributed 8,096,056 pounds of food, the equivalent of 6,746,713 
meals.  She stated that in 2017 they provided Norman County with enough food for 60,000 meals.  Ms. Novak addressed 
the need for a new building for the Food Bank due to the fact that they have failure to meet contractual space and storage 
requirements of Feeding America as well as the inability to pass new, mandatory safety inspections required by Feeding 
America and other governing agencies, as well as the inability to house and operate a licensed clean room for product 
repackaging as well as space limitations and access issues.  She stated that they had plans for a new building with an 
estimated cost of $6 million and were eligible for $3 million in State Bonding dollars.  They are in the process of fund raising 
for the remaining dollars required as well as looking for grant opportunities.  Ms. Novak stated they were asking Norman 
County for a one time donation of $25,000 toward the new building, based on Norman County being a smaller county in 
their service area.  The board thanked Ms. Novak for her presentation and tabled the discussion at this time due to the time 
allotted for the Tax Forfeiture Sale.   
 



At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach opened the Tax Forfeiture Sale, asked A/T Hanson to explain how the sale would be 
conducted and then turned it over to Commissioner Jacobson to act as the auctioneer.   Commissioner Jacobson offered 
each of the eight properties up for sale, starting with the properties in Gary, MN, of which one property, 27-2534000 was 
sold for the minimum bid allowed to Gary Tehennepe, the other property in Gary not receiving a bid.  He then proceeded to 
a property in the City of Halstad, which received no bid.  Commissioner Jacobson then moved on to the properties in the 
City of Twin Valley and one property, 32-8557000 was sold to Dan Viste.  The remainder of the Twin Valley properties were 
not sold.  A/T Hanson reminded everyone that those properties that did not sell at the sale, would be available for purchase 
in the A/T Office for the minimum bid amount until the next Tax Forfeiture Sale in the fall of 2019.    
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, updated the board with regard to the Courthouse Safety Grant approved in December 
of 2017.   He noted that the panic buttons had been installed and tested.  There remains some work to be done on doors in 
the court services area.   
 
Mr. Johanson then brought forward the applications for hauler licenses for Al’s Disposal of Ada, Fuch’s Sanitation of 
Glyndon, Stuhaug Sanitation of Fertile and Glenn Visser of Ada.   Garry explained that Mr. Visser needed a license to comply 
with State requirements for hauling occasionally to Fosston.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2019 
Hauler’s Licenses at $100.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Garry then gave an update on the AMC Conference and the sessions that he had attended including the Minnesota Rural 
Counties meeting, the Association of Minnesota Emergency Managers (AMEM) and an interesting Public Safety Meeting 
with the Commissioner of Corrections.   
 
At 11:08 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board regarding the job position created by Sarah Kjono and him 
for the joint position titled as Legal Administrative Assistant/Public Health Office Support.  James stated that this had been 
approved by HR and had been taken to the Pay Equity Committee on November 19th.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the Legal Administrative Assistant/Public Health Office Support job description and move ahead with advertising to 
fill the position.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item James brought to the board was with regard to the move from a part-time to a full-time county attorney 
position, whereas when the county attorney position was part-time, he was providing the cities in Norman County with 
criminal prosecution services and billing them directly for these services.  As a full-time county attorney under M.S. 484.87 
Subd 3, the Norman County Board in agreement with the County Attorney could allow the County Attorney to continue to 
provide cities in Norman County with criminal prosecution services, however, payment would come directly to Norman 
County.   
 
At 11:22 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, was called in to the board meeting to answer some questions regarding the newly revised 
Personnel Policy.  After some discussion, it was decided that Attorney Brue would meet with Mr. Cariveau to address these 
issues and draft a resolution to bring to the next board meeting.   
 
At 11:25 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach addressed the board with regard to a resolution of support for a possible Twin Valley 
Veterans Home.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 12-05-2018-1, A Resolution 
in Support of a Twin Valley Veterans Home.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote  
CR 12-05-2018-1 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, and a copy 
will be sent to both Representative Marquart, and Senator Eken.    
 
At 11:40 a.m.  Commissioner Hall introduced Benjamin Burgener, new Administrator for the City of Ada, and the board 
welcomed him to the community.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to approve the bills as submitted with the removal of a reimbursement voucher for clarification:   
 
Revenue - $ 46,328.23   Road & Bridge - $ 56,262.31  County Building - $ 7,840.16 
 
Co Economic Dev - $ 6,114.09  Public Health - $ 6,030.47   Solid Waste - $ 378.64 
 
County Homes - $289.49   TOTAL:  $ 123,243.39 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall then addressed the board stating that this was going to be discussed during the Highway Dept portion of 
the meeting, but due to the schedule of the Tax Forfeit Sale, was not able to be discussed then; she was looking for input 
from the board with regard to which direction they would like the Building Committee to proceed with regard to the 
proposed building at the Highway Dept.  She stated there were two different architects proposing three options and the 
Building Committee would like to know if the board would prefer to have presentations made by both architects, or if they 
would prefer the Building Committee to see the presentations and then bring their recommendation to the board.  It was 
the consensus of the board that they would like to see all proposals and then move ahead from there.     
 
At 11:50 a.m.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
______________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Steven Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


